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Pet jo 


Pet jo, also known as Petjoh, Petjok, Pecok, Petjoek is a Dutch- 
based creole language that originated among the Indos, people of 
mixed Dutch and Indonesian ancestry in the former Dutch East 
Indies. The language has influences from Dutch, Javanese and 
Betawi. Its speakers presently live mostly in Indonesia and the 
Netherlands . The language is expected to become gradually extinct 
by the end of the 21st century, due to Indos' shift toward Indonesian 
in Indonesia and Dutch in the Netherlands. 
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Background 


Just as the Indo (Eurasian) community historically originated from relationships between European males 
and Indonesian females, its language reflects this same origin. Typified as a mixed-marriage language, the 
grammar of Petjok is based on the maternal Malay language and the lexicon on the paternal Dutch language. 

The main contact mechanisms responsible for the creation of Petjok are lexical re-orientation; selective 
replication and convergence . The original speakers of the language do not necessarily want to maintain their 
first language, but rather create a second one. These creative speakers of the language were probably 
bilingual , but more fluent in the dominant lingua franca i.e., native Malay language, than Dutch language. 

In its overall split between grammar and lexicon, the structure of Petjok is very similar to the Media Lengua 
spoken in Ecuador by the Quechua Indians, with the critical difference that the much older language, Pecok, 
has undergone late system morphemes and syntactic blends. 

The most important author that published literary work in this language is the Indo (Eurasian) writer Tjalie 
Robinson . 

Each urban area with a large Indo community had their own variation of Petjok. Eor example: the Petjok of 
Batavia was influenced by a form of Malay which contained many Chinese words, in Bandung , many 
Sundanese words were used, while in Semarang and Surabaya many Javanese words were in use. 

Petjo should not be confused with Javindo, a different creole language spoken by Indos in the Dutch East 
Indies. 


























Largely an oral language, there is no standard spelling for the language. Texts may be written using what is 
known as the old spelling (Ejaan Tempo Dulu) or the Indonesian Enhanced Spelling (Ejaan Yang 
Disempurnakan). Some spelling differences (new vs old) are: j=dj, u=oe, y=j, c=tj, ny=nj, sy=sj, and kh=ch. 
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